Financial Aid Planning
for Post-Secondary

Considerations and Steps for Hard of
Hearing, Deaf, and DeafBlind Students
Prepared by Post-Secondary Communication Access Services (PCAS)

Overview
Getting your finances in order before you start your postsecondary journey is a daunting yet critical process. It can seem
hard to track down how much everything will cost and know what
kind of financial assistance is available to you. We have devised a
5-step guide to help you break down your education costs, living
expenses, and communication access requirements during your
post-secondary studies and determine your eligibility for student
loans and scholarships.

Step 1: Examine your current assets
Step 2: Anticipate educational & living expenses
Step 3: Consider money-saving tips
Step 4: Determine if you qualify for a student loan
Step 5:

A. Explore available grants
B. Explore available scholarships
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Step 1: Examine Your Current Assets
This is an important sit-down conversation that you need to have
with your parents. It is time to take a close look at how much
money you have available. Be sure to investigate the following
potential sources of assests:
•
•
•
•

Savings account
Registered Education Savings Plan (RESP)
Income from casual or part-time work
Family contributions

Many people feel that they must put ALL of their monetary assets
towards their tuition, which is very inaccurate. Each person,
regardless of their financial situation, needs to save a set amount
of money that can be used as a contingency fund (cash flow in the
case of an emergency).
After clearly identifying the total assets that you have, you can
determine how much of these total assets will go towards your
post-secondary education.
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Step 2: Anticipate Educational and
Living Expenses
What are some anticipated costs throughout your post-secondary
education?
•
•
•
•

Tuition
Books and lab materials/supplies, if applicable
Stationary
Living costs, including food (if living away from home)

The above expenses are common to all students. For individuals
who require additional necessities for their hearing access, extra
expenses may be incurred:
• Hearing Aid Batteries
• Hearing aids/cochlear implant processors – unfortunately
these devices are not covered under the Assistive Technology
British Columbia grant. The devices range from $1000-3000 each.
• Other communication devices – if you are planning to
live independently, you may want to consider investing in the
following devices: vibrating alarm clocks (for those who are deep
sleepers), bed shakers and strobe lights (to alert you when the fire
alarm goes off or when someone is knocking/ringing a doorbell).
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Step 3: Consider Money-Saving Tips
It may feel overwhelming when you realize just how much money is
involved, particularly factoring in the extra expenses related to your
hearing access. Below are some ways that you can look into cutting
down the costs as much as possible:
Tuition – Check the breakdown of your tuition payment. In addition to
course fees, there are other categories that you are paying for such as
student union dues. You can opt out of paying some of these fees. The
most common one is your student medical/dental plan. Most institutions
will automatically put you on a plan and charge you a fee, but if you
are already covered under another plan, there is no need to pay. Fill
an opt-out form available on the website or speak to the appropriate
department. Keep in mind that most institutions have deadlines for
opting out.
Books – Most of the time the course list will recommend the latest
edition of a textbook; however, this does not mean that the instructor
requires it. On the first day of class, check if the instructor is okay with
earlier editions, which are essentially much cheaper. Most institutions
have an online website where students put up used books for sale. In the
best case scenario you can save at least $150-200 on textbooks.
Living Costs – While it can be thrilling to experience dorm life, living on
campus can be much more expensive. Consider finding a nearby place
to rent with several people that you trust. If living locally, staying at
home with parents is not a bad thing. You can use the money saved for
meaningful opportunities such as going on an international exchange!
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Step 4: Determine if You Qualify
for a Student Loan
Now that you have had the opportunity to work out your assets and
expenses, it is time to weigh both of them and see whether you have a
surplus (assets > expenses) or a deficit (assets < expenses). You can then
look into applying for student loans and grants.
To qualify for a student loan, and therefore be eligible for a grant, you
must demonstrate a minimum financial need of at least $1 (your expenses
outweigh your assets). Grants are key to obtaining assistive technology that
you may need for your hearing access in the classroom. While you want
to make yourself eligible for a student loan, keep in mind the gap between
assets and expenses. The larger the gap, the more student loan you will be
given and therefore be responsible for repaying after the completion of your
studies.
Right now, let’s figure out how to make you eligible for a student loan:
Maximize your expenses – Remember to factor in the additional costs for
your hearing access (e.g. batteries, hearing aids, communication devices)
Minimize your assets – The application will ask how much financial
support you will receive from your parents. There is no law saying that your
parents must give you money for post-secondary education. You can choose
to indicate that there will be no financial support from your parents, which
will significantly reduce your available assets.
Note: If you are applying for a student loan, it’s important to check off “yes”
to having a permanent disability on your initial student loan application.
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Step 4 Continued: Student Loans
Here is a chart summarizing the differences between grants and student loans.

Loans Only
1. Based on
assessed financial
need of at least $1
2. Money will need
to be repaid after
completing school
3. Interest on
federal portion of
student loan, not BC
portion

Grants Only
Applies to Both
1. Funded by Ministry
of Advanced Education
2. Renewable each
program year (apply
each year)
3. Money awarded for
educational purposes
(inc. living costs)

1. Based on
eligibility for student
loan (no loan = no
grant)
2. Money will not
need to be repaid
3. Some grants
require verification
(ie. proof of low
income & permanent
disablity)
4.

Interest free

You can apply for a student loan through the Student Aid BC website: https://
studentaidbc.ca/apply/how-to-apply . Full-time students will need to create an
account with Student Aid BC and will be guided through the process of applying
for a loan. Part-time students can fill out and mail a loan application package,
found on the website above.
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Step 5a: Explore Available Grants
The grants listed below require the verification of permanent disability document
(Appendix 8 Form) – completed by you, your audiologist, and disability coordinator,
along with a copy of your audiogram. You can find this document HERE
Once this document is submitted along with the student loan application and your
status is approved, you are automatically eligible for all the applicable grants
(those checked on the Appendix 8 form). There is no need to apply for each one
individually.

Available Grants:
All Grants are paid by cheque unless otherwise specified. You can request a direct
deposit to your bank account by filling out and mailing this FORM
Canada Student Grant for Students with Permanent Disabilities
Amount: $2,000 per program year.
WEBSITE
Canada Student Grant for Services and Equipment for Students with Permanent
Disabilities
Amount: Up to $20,000 per program year specifically for services and equipment
(e.g., note-takers, tutors, interpreters, technical aids).
Distribution method: Cheque sent directly to your institution, Accessibility Advisor
will ask for your signature to transfer the amount to the institution so they can pay
AT-BC for equipment or captioning/interpreting services. This money is taxable.
WEBSITE
BC Access Grant for Students with Permanent Disabilities
Amount: Replaces the student loan amount up to $1,000 per program year (e.g., if
you receive $1,000 worth of student loan, the loan is replaced with this grant).
WEBSITE
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Step 5a Continued: Grants
BC Supplemental Bursary for Students with a Permanent Disability
Amount: $400 (part-time) or $800 (full-time) per program year.
WEBSITE
WOW! You could receive up to $3,800 per program year in grants and bursaries.
This definitely makes it worth getting yourself eligible for a student loan.

Additional Grants with Specific Requirements:
BC Access Grant for Deaf Students
Assists Deaf and hard of hearing students with additional costs incurred while
attending post-secondary institutions where curriculum is delivered in ASL.
Criteria: Must be attending Gallaudet University in Washington, D.C. or the
National Technical Institute for the Deaf in Rochester, New York.
WEBSITE
Assistance Program for Students with Permanent Disabilities
Criteria: Available for students with permanent disabilities attending public and
private post-secondary institutions in BC.
Amount: Depending on your need, up to $10,000 ($12,000 if an attendant is
required at school).
Note: This grant can only be used once all the funds from the Canada Student Grant
for Students with Permanent Disabilities have been used up.
WEBSITE
You can explore other grants on the StudentAidBC website HERE
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Step 5b: Explore Available Scholarships
Scholarships and Awards
Lastly there are scholarships and awards that you can pursue to build up your
assets for your education. This list below is by no means extensive:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

In-school & community scholarships – check with your school counselor
about what is available
Entrance scholarships – check with your institution about what is offered
Deaf community scholarships
Canadian Hard of Hearing Association (CHHA) Scholarships- WEBSITE
AG Bell College Scholarship Program- WEBSITE
Cochlear Graeme Clark Scholarship (cochlear implant users only)- WEBSITE
VOICE for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children Scholarship List- WEBSITE
BC Deaf Scholarship Trust- WEBSITE
Canadian Hearing Society (CHS) Scholarships Program- WEBSITE
National Educational Association of Disabled Students (NEADS) Awards
Program- WEBSITE
Coast Capital Savings Youth Education Awards- WEBSITE

Each scholarship will vary in terms of the amount of money awarded, eligibility
criteria, application requirements, and deadline to apply.

Financial Planning
If you would like to know more about managing your finances, which is beyond
the scope of this information, please feel free to contact the Canadian Hard of
Hearing Association BC Youth Peer Support Program (email: chhabcypsp@gmail.
com) as they offer workshops on this topic. You can always visit the financial
planner at your bank, however this person may not have a full understanding of
the extra expenses related to your hearing access.
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Notes
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Contact Us!
Has this information been helpful? We would love to recieve your
feedback! You can contact us in the following ways:
Piper, Coordinator

Rhys, Access Advisor

604-432-8301

604-451-6935

dpiper4@bcit.ca

rhys_mccormick@bcit.ca

British Columbia Institute of Technology (BCIT),
3700 Willingdon Ave, Burnaby, BC,
V5G 3H2.
Our offices are in building SW1-2360, 2nd floor.
Check-in at the Disability Resource Centre Reception Desk,
Room 2360 between 8:30 to 4:30, Monday to Friday.
Jobsline Employment Registry
604-451-6933
pcas@bcit.ca
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